
Joe Herlzler
How does o* joggb a seat (m the

City of Williamsburg Plnnning
Cownission, whib smting as presi-
dent of a landscape and dzsign bui
ness and study for his MBA at the
Collzge of WiUiam 8t Mary7

Ask Joe Henzler, who wiG pragmati'm and enthu-
siasrn has a eoal to serve the commumw and the envi-
ronrnent wfere he lives and works When he became
a member of the plarming commission eight years ago
agq his goals were clear"My goals were to make Williamsburg a great place
to live," Henzler said retentlv "l want this to be a
place of beauty both natural and built. I want to see
our commlrnities foster the bonds between family,
fiiends and nerehbors Ard I want to see our commu-
nity tread lighdy on the environment."

As a plannhg conrmission membel he helps to
eleluate and make recommendations on how laad
would best be used.'1rVe don't micromanage down to the level ofbeing
involved when a homm\^,ner wants to do an addidon,
or if a business wafl8 to insta.ll a new sign," he said.'But we direct ge4eral pattems. What area would best
serve as a residential or commercial district? WLat
level of density would this involve?"

His job as president ofHerEler & George has over-
lapped with his role in local govemment, and he
admits leaming a lot by taking part in vario$ project$

'The si4gle most important thing I've discovered is
that a good plan takes effot," he said.'Whether
you're planning a srnall gardea, and new kitchen, a
shopping cente4 a cornmmity or an entirc city, the
&fference betwem a plan that worla and one that
doesn't is the amount of effort vou out into it. Plans
that fail to meet the need onci they becOmh reality
are those that were not thought tluough. It's not a
m1stery lt just takes worlc"

Hertder became interested in servins on the com-
mission while sewing as presi&nt of the Skipwith
Fams Civic Association. Mayor Jeanne Zeidler asked
him if he would be interested. and he acceoted.

The city has undergone many changei and chal-
Ienges, with one ofthe mon pressirg ocLurring now.'The irnmediate need of lhe city wiil be riding out
the economic crisis," he said.'How deep it will go and
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how bad it will hurt remain to be seen. But we will
srrvive and emerge stronSer"

He is hopefi.rl that the economic future of our area
will rebound despite r-he currmt economic woe5
which affect tourism and spending.'We have so much of what Richand Florida in his
boolc 'T'he Rise of the Creative Class' says will make
cornrnmities strong in the futurq," he said 'w'e have
tremendous natual and afchitectural beauty. We have
a powerfirl source of knowledge in the college We
have a dfivin8 arts cornmunity. What we need to con-
tinue to build is an economic engine"

_And that's where his pragnatism plays a central
role

Parb of Williarnsburg are unrecognizable aad I
believe growth will only cononuE' he said "No mat
ter what we may think of it, or how we might miss the
way things as they were, change will happen. I've
never been one to ffght change. I see thrt it often
brings good. The key is to accept that chxnge iJ
inevitable and work to create the chaflges you want."
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"l full in love with the environment os o child
ii the roinforests of Peru ond wilh business os on
odult Now I wonl b ploy o porl io bdng th€ two
togeiher- l'm stodying for my MBA becouse lwont
to bg involved in moking green business o reolity.
Humon oclivity in oll its fohs is hoving o greoter
ond greoler impocl oo lhe environment lf we hope
r usher in o world where humon dclivitv coexists in
hormony with the nolurol world, it must mokc sense
in cold, hord business ierms."
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